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For the Resurrection. 3:a Tone
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad! For
the Lord has shown might with His arm, He has
trampled down death by death. He has become
the first-born of the dead. He has delivered us
from the depths of hell, and has granted the
world great mercy!

For the Saint of this Temple. Plagal of 1.
Tone. Let Us Worship the Word

Thy virginity thou didst preserve most incorrupt
and now thou has been numbered among those
who dwell in the mansions of heaven. Thou didst
reject thy father’s advances for which he severed
thy breasts and head O Markella; the glory of
Chios! And now crowned as a martyr thou wellest
forth abundant miracles.

For the Saints. 4a Tone.
You became a firm column in the Church of
Christ, wise Charalampus; A lamp of everlasting
light to the world: Well known to the world
through your martyrdom, you dispelled the dark
night of idolatry. Boldly intercede with Christ
God that He may save our souls.



EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS

Lesson from the Second Epistle of Saint Paul to Timothy (2:1-10)
Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me
before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Share in
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits,
since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes
according to the rules. It is the hardworking farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.
Think over what I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything. Remember Jesus
Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my gospel, the gospel for which
I am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not fettered. Therefore I
endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with
its eternal glory.
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Sunday of the Last Judgment: Meatfare Sunday

Gospel According to St. Matthew (25:31-46)

The Lord said, “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the
sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right
hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the wotld: 'for I was hungtry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a
stranger and you took Me in; 'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was
in prison and you came to Me.' Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see
You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? "When did we see You a stranger and take
You in, or naked and clothe You? 'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'
And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of
the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.' Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 'for I
was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 'T was a stranger and
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit
Me.' Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungty or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' Then He will answer them,
saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did

not do it to Me." And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”




AITOXTOAOZXZ KAI EYATTEAION

Ilpog TwuoOscov B’ Emiorolijs llaviov 7o Avayvooua (2:1-10)
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HOMILY ON THE EVE OF THE SUNDAY OF DREAD JUDGMENT
By St. Philaret of New York

As we gradually approach Great Lent, the Church dedicates tomorrow’s Sunday to a remembrance of the Dread
Judgment of Christ, about which the Lord Jesus Christ Himself spoke in detail to His disciples in the relevant discourse
that, God willing, we will hear tomorrow at the Liturgy in the Gospel reading. The prayerful preparation for the fast
began two weeks ago. The Church offered us the Gospel of the Publican and the Pharisee, showing us how we should
pray and should not pray to God. For the fast is the time of prayer par excellence. Then came the next Sunday, of the
Prodigal Son, when the Church — calming and encouraging man inhibited by the consciousness of his own sinfulness —
indicated this parable, in which we see how merciful the Lord is when His prodigal son comes to Him in repentance. As
it says in the Church’s prayers, He accepts him with love, without berating him, without reproaching him for what he
had done, but with love and forgiveness only. But there are souls that are hard as rock, which do not soften and are not
tempered by these poignant examples. It is for these that tomorrow the Church offers the Savior’s discourse on the
Dread Judgment, in order to make even the hardness of sin-loving man to shudder and tremble.

Today was the so-called “Ancestral Saturday,” on which the Church prayed for the repose of all Orthodox Christians
throughout the entire universe who have reposed in all ages. This is only natural: turning our attention to the Dread
Judgment of Christ, the Church reminds us of those who will stand before the Dread Judgment, as we will, but who
have already departed from this life and its boundaries, abiding already in the mysterious and otherworldly afterlife.
When one completes one’s earthly path, the moment of death puts an end to, and terminates, his time for personal
repentance. But the Church tells us that if, for example, someone’s soul departed in sins, without bearing repentance,
and if this heavy and sinful burden torments it beyond the grave, then it suffers — but not hopelessly, for its fate is far
from hopeless. One can no longer pray for oneself there — one’s time of repentance has passed — but the Church does
not deprive one of its maternal care and concern, praying for the soul, that the Lord might forgive its sins and grant it
the portion of the blessed in eternity.

We know from the Lives of Saints many examples of how the prayer of the Church — the prayer of neighbors and
relatives offered in the depths of the Church — has shown doubtless and great help to the souls of men who have
departed to that afterlife in poor condition, but without hopelessness. Thus the Church calls upon us to pray for those
who will stand before the Dread Judgment and who can no longer change their own portion. Thus does the Church call
upon us to offer our prayers for them, for such prayer is acceptable to God.

And what of ourselves? Tomorrow is the Sunday of the Dread Judgment. How often do we ourselves remember this
last accounting? When a student or pupil needs to take a difficult exam, he labors over it, worrying and fearful, trying to
prepare himself as best he can. And here there will be a terrible and final exam, after which there will be no retesting in
eternity. However, astonishing are the ease and oblivion with which man treats this dread and final moment, before this
opening into eternity, time and again giving almost no thought to it. It is not superfluous here to recall the words of an
ascetic: “Trembling overcomes me at the thought of the final judgment; but I think I will be especially surprised by three
conditions: First, that I will not see at the right of the Righteous Judge many that I thought I would see there; I will be
even more surprised when I see many on His left that I never thought I would see there; but I will be most surprised if I
myself turn out to be on the right.” Thus spoke a humble ascetic who saw his sins, but did not notice his virtues, for
the Lord leads His faithful servants so wisely that they see other’s virtues, but not their own. But they do see their own
sins, which they feel torturously and painfully.

The Holy Hierarch Philaret, Metropolitan of Moscow, said in one of his inspiring sermons: “Remember, man, that the
Lord reveals to you the picture of His Last Judgment beforehand, that while it is not yet too late, you might run from
the left side to the right.”

If your conscience is sensitive, if it accuses you of sins, then surely you cannot but fear this judgment, for you are
threatened with the portion on the left. But the Lord does reveal to us what will be, so that you might come around and,
while it is not too late — while your earthly life has not yet been cut short, while you are still its master in this regard, for
it depends wholly on your freedom how you define yourself in relation to eternity — you might use this same path of
freedom to serve God and move from the left to the right. It is not yet too late! For the Church, indicating this, tells us:
It is not yet too late! It is already too late for those of our brethren who have completed this earthly life, but for us it is
still the time of repentance and correction. “This is the time for doing,” as St. Gregory the Theologian says. And may it
not pass by unfruitful for us, but may the Lord help us to bring good fruit for the Heavenly Kingdom! Amen.




HIEROMARTYR HARALAMBOS, BISHOP
OF MAGNESIA

The Hieromartyr Charalampus, Bishop of Magnesia, the martyrs Porphyrius and Baptus and three women
martyrs suffered in the year 202. Saint Charalampus, Bishop of Magnesia (Asia Minor), successfully spread
faith in Christ the Savior, guiding people on the way to salvation. News of his preaching reached Lucian, the
governor of the district, and the military commander Lucius. The saint was arrested and brought to trial,
where he confessed his faith in Christ and refused to offer sacrifice to idols. Despite the bishop’s advanced age
(he was 113 years old), he was subjected to monstrous tortures. They lacerated his body with iron hooks, and
scraped all the skin from his body. During this the saint turned to his tormentors, “I thank you, brethren, that
you have restored my spirit, which longs to pass over to a new and everlasting life!” Seeing the Elder’s
endurance and his complete lack of malice, two soldiers (Porphyrius and Baptus) openly confessed Christ, for
which they were immediately beheaded with a sword. Three women who were watching the sufferings of Saint
Charalampus also began to glorify Christ, and were quickly martyred.

The enraged Lucius seized the instruments of torture and began to torture the holy martyr, but suddenly his
forearms were cut off as if by a sword. The governor then spat in the face of the saint, and immediately his
head was turned around so that he faced backwards. Then Lucius entreated the saint to show mercy on him,
and both torturers were healed through the prayers of Saint Charalampus. During this a multitude of witnesses
came to believe in Christ. Among them also was Lucius, who fell at the feet of the holy bishop, asking to be
baptized. Lucian reported these events to the emperor Septimus Severus (193-211), who was then at Pisidian
Antioch (western Asia Minor). The emperor ordered Saint Charalampus to be brought to him in Antioch.
Soldiers twisted the saint’s beard into a rope, wound it around his neck, and used it to drag him along. They
also drove an iron nail into his body. The emperor then ordered them to torture the bishop more intensely,
and they began to burn him with fire, a little at a time. But God protected the saint, and he remained
unharmed. Many miracles were worked through his prayer: he raised a dead youth, and healed a man
tormented by devils for thirty-five years, so that many people began to believe in Christ the Savior. Even
Galina, the daughter of the emperor, began to believe in Christ, and twice smashed the idols in a pagan
temple. On the orders of the emperor they beat the saint about the mouth with stones. They also wanted to
set his beard on fire, but the flames burned the torturer.

Full of wickedness, Septimus Severus and an official named Crispus hurled blasphemy at the Lord, mockingly
summoning Him to come down to the earth, and boasting of their own power and might. The Lord sent an
earthquake, and great fear fell upon all, the impious ones were both suspended in mid-air held by invisible
bonds, and only by the prayer of the saint were they put down. The dazed emperor was shaken in his former
impiety, but again quickly fell into error and gave orders to torture the saint.

And finally, the emperor sentenced Saint Charalampus to beheading with a sword. During Saint Charalampus'
final prayer, the heavens opened and the saint saw the Savior and a multitude of angels. The holy martyr asked
Him to grant that the place where his relics would repose would never suffer famine or disease. He also
begged that there would be peace, prosperity, and an abundance of fruit, grain, and wine in that place, and that
the souls of these people would be saved. The Lord promised to fulfill his request and ascended to heaven,
and the soul of the hieromartyr Charalampus followed after Him. By the mercy of God, the saint died before
he could be executed. Galina buried the martyr’s body with great honor. In Greek hagiography and
iconography Saint Charalampus is regarded as a priest, while Russian sources seem to regard him as a bishop.



ATIOX XAPAAAMIIOX O IEPOMAPTYPAX

O Avyiog Xapdroumog ntav 1epevc otn Mayvnoia tng Mikpdg Aciag katl €{noe emi
avtokpoatopiog tTov Xentipiov Zefnpov (193 - 211 u.X.). Otav to étog 198 u.X. o
2éPnpog eEanéAvoe annvn dtoynd katd tov Xplotiavdv, o Emapyog tng Mayvnoiog
Aovkiavog, cvvéraPe tov Ayro kat tov {ftnoe va apvnbei v ntictn 1ov. Opwg o Ayilog
Oyl noévo dev 10 ékave avtd, aAld avtifeta opordynoce GTOV EMAPYO TNV TPOGHA®GN TOV
oTov Xpl1oTo KOl ONAMGCE LE TAPPNOiQ OTL GE OMOLOONTOTE POCAVIGTHPLO KAl VO
vroPBAnOel dev mpdkettar va apvnbeil tnv mictn t¢ ExkAinciag. Tdte n okotiopévn xat
COPKIKN YUY TOV AOVKLOVOD EMETELVE TNV OPYN TNG Kol d1€Taée va apylicovy ta
epK®OMN PacavicoTipla 6to Yépovta tepéa. [IpdTta Tov yOuvocsav kot o id1og o
Aovkiavog, maipvovtog 1o Elpog Tov mpoondafnoce va TANY®GeL To cdua tov Ayiov.
Opowg amoxkdmTnkav Ta x€pLo TOL Kol EQELVOV KPpELAOUEVA GTO copa Tov lepopdptvpa
Kol pOvo VoTeEPA OO TPOGELYN TOL AYiov CLYKOAANONKAY AVTA TAAL GTO GOWNO KOl O
nyepndévog Katéotn vywme. BAémovtag avtd 1o Badpo tov Ayiov moAroi amd Tovg dnpiovg
niocteyav otov aAnfivo Ocd.

Me 10 {60 01O VOU KOl pue TN Onprwdio otnv Kapdid, o Emapyog £6mcE EVIOAN va
OlOTOUTEVGOLY TOV AY10 KOl VO TOV GUPOVV d1d HEGOL TNG TOAE®G LE yaAwvaptl. Téhog,
dtétale tov amoke@aiiopnd tov Ayiov, o omoiog pe to paptHpld Tov éAafe to
apapavtivo oté@avo tng 06&ag oe niikia 113 etov.

[Mepi tov Aswydvov tov Ayiov Xapaldumovg 6ev vVTAPYOVY GUYKEKPLUEVES LAPTVPLEG.
H povayn Ocotékvn Ayloctepaviticoa oto Xvva&apt tov Ayiov Xapariapumovg (1995
p.X.), katayopei TAnpopopieg oyetikd pe tnv Tipio Kédpa tov Ayiov, n omoia
evAdocetal 6t Movn Ayiov Xtepdvov Metedpov. ZOueovo UE TIG TANPOQOPiec AVTEG,
n Kdapa tov Ayiov dwpnOnke ot Movn and tov Hyspudva tng Brayiag BAadicAdPo, 1o
1412 — 1413 p.X., poli pe Yo ktnpoata oto Metdyt Mrmovtdi. ['ta tnv emoyn kat T1g
cvvOnkeg KaAtw and T1g omoieg PpéBnke o MOAVTIHO aVTO KeELUNAL0 ot Bhayia, dev
cdOnkav tAnpoeopies. Eniong, tunpata tng tipiog kdpag tov Ayiov XapaAdumovg
QPVAGGGOVTAL KOl GTOV OLOVVUO TPOGKLVNUATIKO VOO TNG KOUOTOAE®MC BECTIOV TNG
Bowwtiag.



ENTRYWAY FUND
DONATIONS

Please mark next to the item you would like to donate:

[] Column $10,000
] Steps $3,000
[J Platform (5 SF) $1,500
[ Other Donation

To donate- remove this page from the Newsletter
and give it to a member of the office.

Please make checks payable to
“Cathedral of Saint Markella”



ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ Construction continues on the entryway of the
Cathedral. To donate to the Entryway Fund, please
see the inside of the Newsletter or speak to someone
at the pangari.

e Beginner chanting classes are being held every Sunday
in the Cathedral Hall at 12 PM for children between
the ages of 10-18.

¢ The Philoptochos of Saint Markella “St. Anna” will
be serving a Meatfare Brunch on Sunday, February
23:d, immediately following Divine Liturgy in the
Cathedral Hall. Entry is $15 per person.

¢ This Saturday, February 29¢n, is the second Saturday
of Souls. Liturgy will begin at 8 AM. Make sure to
order your koliva from the Philoptochos
before/during liturgy.

e Upcoming Saints’ Feast Days:

o

o

Monday, February 24:n: Hieromartyr Blaise the
Bishop of Sevaste & St. Theodora the Empress
Tuesday, February 25¢n: St. Meletius Archbishop
of Antioch

Wednesday, February 26¢nh: Venerable Martinian
of Caesarea & Apostles Aquilla and Priscilla
Thursday, February 27¢h: Venerable Auxentius of
Bithynia & St. Cyril equal to the Apostles
Friday, February 28¢n: Apostle Onesimus of the
Seventy

Saturday, February 29¢n: Martyr Pamphillius the
Presbyter and his companions




