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For the Resurrection. Grave Tone.
By Thy Cross, Thou didst destroy death! To
the thief, Thou didst open Paradise! For the
myrrh bearers, Thou didst change weeping
into joy! And Thou didst command Thy
disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that
Thou art risen, granting the world great
mercy!

For the Saint of this Temple. Plagal of 1.
Tone. Let Us Worship the Word

Thy virginity thou didst preserve most incorrupt
and now thou has been numbered among those
who dwell in the mansions of heaven. Thou didst
reject thy fathet’s advances for which he severed
thy breasts and head O Markella; the glory of
Chios! And now crowned as a martyr thou wellest
forth abundant miracles.

Apolytikion. Plagal of 4» Tone.
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast
shown forth the fishermen as supremely wise, by
sending down upon them the Holy Spirit, and
through them, didst draw the world into Thy net.
O Lover of mankind, glory be to Thee.



EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS

Lesson from the Acts of the Apostles (2:1-11)

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound
came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.
And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, "Are not all these
who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own
tongues the mighty works of God."
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Sunday of Pentecost

Gospel According to St. John (7:37-52; 8:12)

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him
come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow
rivers of living water."' Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to
receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they
heard these words, some of the people said, "This is really the prophet." Others said, "This is the
Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the
Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" So
there was a division among the people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one
laid hands on him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them,
"Why did you not bring him?" The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!" The
Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or of the
Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the law, are accursed." Nikodemos,
who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, "Does our law judge a man
without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?" They replied, "Are you from Galilee
too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again Jesus spoke to them,
saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life."
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SUNDAY OF HOLY PENTECOST

The story of Pentecost is found in the book of The Acts of the Apostles. In Chapter
two we are told that the Apostles of our Lord were gathered together in one place.
Suddenly, a sound came from heaven like a rushing wind, filling the entire house where
they were sitting. Then, tongues of fire appeared, and one sat upon each one of Apostles.
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as directed
by the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).

This miraculous event occurred on the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, celebrated by the
Jews on the fiftieth day after the Passover as the culmination of the Feast of Weeks
(Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10). The Feast of Weeks began on the third day after the
Passover with the presentation of the first harvest sheaves to God, and it concluded on
Pentecost with the offering of two loaves of unleavened bread, representing the first
products of the harvest (Leviticus 23:17-20; Deuteronomy 16:9-10).

Since the Jewish Feast of Pentecost was a great pilgrimage feast, many people from
throughout the Roman Empire were gathered in Jerusalem on this day. When the people in
Jerusalem heard the sound, they came together and heard their own languages being spoken
by the Apostles (Acts 2:5-6). The people were amazed, knowing that some of those
speaking were Galileans, and not men who would normally speak many different languages.
They wondered what this meant, and some even thought the Apostles were drunk (Acts
2:7-13).

Peter, hearing these remarks, stood up and addressed the crowd. He preached to the
people regarding the Old Testament prophecies about the coming of the Holy Spirit. He
spoke about Jesus Christ and His death and glorious Resurrection. Great conviction fell
upon the people, and they asked the Apostles, "What shall we do?" Peter said to them,
"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38-39).

The Bible records that on that day about three thousand were baptized. Following,
the book of Acts states that the newly baptized continued daily to hear the teaching of the
Apostles, as the early Christians met together for fellowship, the breaking of bread, and for
prayer. Many wonderful signs and miracles were done through the Apostles, and the Lord
added to the Church daily those who were being saved (Acts 2:42-47).

AR HERR



KYPIAKH THX ITENTHKOXTHX

«Tn avtn nuépa, Koproxn oyoon axo tov Ildaoya, v oyiav [evinkoatnv eoptalouev. Ilvon Piaia
ylwooomvpaevtws véuel, Xpiotog to Oeiov Ivevua toic Amoarotoig. Exkéyvrou pueydiw evi nuatt
Iveou' aligvar. Toig twv ayiwv Amootoiwv npeofeiais, Xpiote o Ocog nuav, erénaov nuag. Aunvy

Metd v Avédinyn tov Kvpiov otovg ovpavoic, ot ATGGToAoL Kot 01 vTdAomot padnTég
10V, KOOGS Kol 01 Yuvaikeg mov amd v apyn tov giyov akorlovbnoet, n [avayio [oapOBEévog
Maoapio 1 Mntépa tov, mepimov 120 dropa, yopiosav 6to 0pog twv EAaidv oty [lepovcainu xat,
UTOIVOVTOG GTO VIEPMO, ONAAOT GTOV TAV® OPOPO TOV GTLTION EKEL, TEPIUEVAV LE TPOGELYN TNV
empoitnon tov Ayiov [Tvedpotoc, cOpupwva pe Ty VEOGYKESN TOL ZOTHPA XPLGTOV. XT0 PeTAED
exel, e€éheCav kot Tov Matbio kot tov cuvapibuncav pe toug £voeka AToGTOAOLG,.

Tote avtol TAnpwBévieg and to [lvedpa to Aylo, dpysav vo KnpHTTovV Kot Vo KOAOLV
Tovg avlpdmovg va Panticfovv Kot va AdBovv ki avtol v yépn tov Ayiov ITvevparoc. O,t1
elyav akovoel kot {oel Kovid 610 Xp1otd kat dgv 1o elyav TOTE KATAVONGEL, TOPA £V Ayim
[Tvedpott To yvopioay kot to enayyéAhoviot 6To Aao.

Topa yvopilovv mota gival n TPOORTIKY TG Koving {ONG Kot TOv TPEMEL VO 001 Y|GOLV TO
A00, YU aTO KOl TOVG TPADTOVG TPELS YIAAOES TOL PamtticTnKay, TOLG 00N YOUV 610 Aginvo g
Zong, v Tpanela g Ociag Evyapiotioc, 6mov oto &g Ba Ppicketan cuvayuévn n Exkinocia
o¢ copa Xplotov, Ba tpéeetal pe 1o Zopa kot to Aipa tov Kvpiov kot o coppetéyet €161 oty
arovia Lon g Bactieiog tov Oco0.

Me v Ilevinkootn dev yevvnOnke n ExkAncio og amidc 0eop1og, aAld ¢ cuveEXNS
napovaio ™ ybptrog tov Ayiov [Tvevparog, kat yi” avtd n [evimoot dev givar éva yeyovog
oL GLVEPRN L popd kamote, aAAd elvar 1) (o1 ¢ ExkAnoiag, wg adidkonn kowvmvio Tov Ayiov

[Tvevparoc.

H ITevimroot, amotelel ™ yevéBMa nuépa ™ ExkAnciog.

FESHIRHSERR



SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Monday, June 8:n

Commemorated May 26:x
Apostles Carpus of the Seventy and Alphaeus (1s: c.)
St. Augustine of Canterbury Evangelizer of England (ca. 605)

Tuesday, June 9:n

Commemorated May 27:x

St. John the Russian (1730)

Hieromartyr Therapon Bishop of Sardis (259)

Wednesday, June 10:n

Commemorated May 28
St. Nicetas Bishop of Chalcedon (9w c.)
St. Ignaatius Bishop and Wonderworker of Rostov (1288)

Thursday, June 11:n

Commemorated May 29:x
Virgin Martyr Theodosia of Tyre (308)

Friday, June 12:n

Commemorated May 30:n
St. Isaac, founder of the Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople (383)
St. Macrina grandmother of St. Basil the Great (4w c.)

Saturday, June 13:n

Commemorated May 31s:

Apostle Hermes of the Seventy (1sc c.)

St. Eustathius Patriarch of Constantinople (1025)
Five Martyrs of Ascalon




A SERMON ON BEING CHRISTIAN, PENTECOST,
AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

By Fr. George Kamberidis

Today is the feast of Pentecost. Today we celebrate when the Holy Spirit came down from the Heavens
upon the Disciples of Christ just as He had promised them. The Holy Spirit, that enlightened the prophets, now
enlightens the Apostles. He gives them wisdom and the ability to speak in different languages. He enlightens them
so that they may understand the heavenly doctrines. He gives them courage to go throughout the wotld, to teach
all nations about the Christ, the Savior of the wotld, and to baptize all in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.

Ten days earlier we celebrated the Ascension of Christ. It was on this day that Christ ascended into the
Heavens, bringing our nature into heaven. When He was born, He brought His divine nature down to us, and now
at His ascension, He brings ours up with Him.

And as he promised, He sent to His disciples the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, one of the Holy Trinity,
the One and only God, to the Apostles and to all of mankind. By sending the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, He is
reassuring us that He has not left us. He is reassuring us that, “God is with us”.

On the day of Pentecost, heaven is lowered to earth again by the descent of the Holy Spirit. And now,
these disciples and apostles become more luminous than the stars. They became lights for the whole world,
continuing to shine brighter than the stars by their teachings of heavenly matters.

The Holy Spirit has never left mankind. After descending upon the disciples and apostles, the Holy Spirit
guided the first members in the church. It made a fisherman, a disciple. It made a publican, an evangelist. The
Holy Spirit made a blasphemer and persecutor of Christians, a chief apostle. It is this same Holy Spirit that
ordained bishops, presbyters, and deacons. It guided the 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council, who
we remembered last Sunday, and all the holy men and women who have protected and preserved the Church until
this day.

It is this same Holy Spirit that the priest invokes, asking Him to descend upon the gifts during the Divine
Liturgy and making them the Body and Blood of Christ, and making us worthy to partake of them.

It is the same Holy Spirit that descended upon us when we were baptized, sealing us with His gifts. On the day of
our baptism we became temples of God and vessels of the Holy Spirit.

On that day of Pentecost, “suddenly there came to be a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting”. The house says, St Gregory Palamas, became a spiritual font
for the Apostles, like our baptismal font, because Christ promised them saying that they “were to be baptized by
the Holy Spirt”. At that very moment, says St. Nicodemus the Hagiorite, the all-Holy Spirit wrought three changes
in the Apostles. The first was a change in their mind, for they were no longer concerned for worldly things.
Eatlier, even after Christ rose from the dead, they had asked him if was going to restore the Kingdom of Israel.
They had not come to full knowledge yet, wondering and asking about the establishment of an earthly kingdom.
But after the descent of the Holy Spirit, they understood the greatness and importance of eternal things, sacrificing
their worldly life for the inheritance of the eternal life.

The second change was a change in their heart. Before the day of Pentecost, they were fond of their
life, and thus were cowards. They protected their life: Peter denied that he knew Jesus three times, and the
disciples and Apostles, even after the Resurrection of Christ, out of fear remained in the upper room behind
locked doors.




But after the Holy Spirit descended upon them, He changed their hearts. He changed their weakness
into courage and bravery, for courage comes from the heart. After that day, they became mighty
Apostles and martyrs, preaching to everyone who wanted to listen, even though their lives were in
danger.

The third change happened in their tongues. Before they spoke about earthly things. They asked
Jesus if they could sit at His right hand and His left hand in His glory (Mk 10:37) and a little later they
complained about the woman using the expensive ointment to anoint Jesus, rather than selling it to give
the proceeds to the poor. However, when they were enlightened and baptized by the Holy Spirit, they
spoke of lofty and great things, preaching to the whole world about the Holy Trinity, the Resurrection of
Christ, the Kingdom of Heaven, and baptism and repentance for the remission of sins.

These changes occurred after the descent of the Holy Spirit, when the Comforter dwelt with the
disciples and apostles and all the leaders of the Church. These changes, my beloved, must occur with us
also. We became members of the church when we were baptized and we received the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. We became vessels of the Comforter, however, we have not tried our hardest to become true
temples of God.

It is our duty to examine ourselves and see if we have made these changes like the disciples after
our baptism. For we also must change our mind. We must ignore worldly things and seek spiritual
matters. We must keep the Holy Spirit within us, asking Him to enlighten us and not to allow the flame
in us to extinguish. How can we achieve this? St John Chrysostom says, “Just as the light of a lantern is
fueled by oil, and when the oil burns off, the light is extinguished as well; in like manner, the grace of the
Holy Spirit ignites and illumines us when we have good works and have much almsgiving and
compassion for the poor in our soul. When they are absent, however, then does grace also disappear and
depart”.

We also must change and become courageous. We must become courageous in the faith. Let us
ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten us and to comfort us, helping us avoid all temptations. Let us ask Him to
make us brave, not to be afraid of being Orthodox, not being afraid to fast, not being afraid to abstain
from impurities, not being afraid to say “NO” to things that are immoral and things that are not God-
pleasing. And lastly, and just as important, we must change our tongues, meaning we must control our
tongues. We must avoid all gossip and idle-talk. Instead, we must try to always speak of edifying things,
matters of the soul and the eternal life. “Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lotd, to the
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:11).

Today, we celebrate the historical event of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles. This
occurred fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ. However, really, for us Orthodox, we celebrate
Pentecost every day. When we begin our morning prayers, when we begin a service of the Church, we
begin with the words, “Heavenly King, Comforter, the spirit of Truth”. It is every day that a Christian
calls for the descent of the Holy Spirit. He has never left us or the Church. The Holy Spirit dwells with
all of us. We must do all we can to keep it within us so it may guide us and enlighten us. Let us ask Him
to “come and dwell with us, and cleanse us from every stain, and save our souls O, Good One” AMEN.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Construction continues on the entryway of the Cathedral.
To donate to the Entryway Fund, please tear off the
bottom of this page and hand it to someone at the
pangari.

e This year’s Greek Independence Day Parade has been
postponed. We will keep you informed of the date change

ENTRYWAY FUND DONATIONS

Please mark next to the item you would like to donate:

[1 Column $10,000
[l Steps $3,000
"] Platform (5 SF) $1,500
[l Other Donation

To donate- tear off this slip from the Newsletter and give it to a member of the office.

Please make checks payable to
“Cathedral of Saint Markella”





