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Tponaprov. "Hyog mh. o’
Xp1otog avéotn €k vekpdv, Bavate Oavatov
TaTHoNG Kol Toig &v Toig pvipact {onyv
YOPIGAUEVOG,.

To Avactéacipov. "Hyog d°.
To eodpdv g AVOGTAGEDC KNPLYUE, EK TOD
Ayyéhov pabodoo ai tod Kvpiov Mabdntpian,
Kol TV TPOYOVIKT|V ATOQUCY Gmoppiyacal,
T01¢ ATOGTOAOIC KOwyDUEVIL ELEYOV.
"Ecxbdievtan 6 Odvatog, yépbn Xpiotog 6 Oedc,
dmPOVUEVOC TA KOGU® TO Péya EAeoc.

Tng Ayiag Tod Naod. "Hyog mh. a’. Tév
Yvovavapyov Adyov

[MapBeviav mpnoaca adiapbopov, ovpaviolg
Bodapolg vov cuvnpibuncat, tov TaTpdg To
ACEAYEC OTOKPOVGAGH, TOVG LLOGTOVG KOl
KEPUANV omeTUNONG mhp avtov, Mapkéida
Xiov 10 KAE0G, KOl VOV ¢ uaptug otepbeica,
mny" Bavpdtov dedovog deikvooat.

Troparion. Plagal of 1« Tone.
Christ is risen from the dead, by death hath He
trampled down death, and on those in the graves
hath He bestowed life.

For the Resurrection. 4u Tone.
Having learned the joyful proclamation of the
Resurrection from the Angel, and having cast off
the ancestral condemnation, the women disciples
of the Lord spake to the Apostles exultantly:
Death is despoiled and Christ God is risen,
granting great mercy to the world.

For the Saint of this Temple. Plagal of 1.
Tone. Let Us Worship the Word

Thy virginity thou didst preserve most incorrupt
and now thou has been numbered among those
who dwell in the mansions of heaven. Thou didst
reject thy father’s advances for which he severed
thy breasts and head O Markella; the glory of
Chios! And now crowned as a martyr thou wellest
forth abundant miracles.



AITOXTOAOZX KAI EYATTEAION

Hpaéeic Armootéiwv 1o Avayvooua (11:19-30)

"Ev 10ic fuepais ékeivaug, dtaomapévieg ol ATOGTOAOL Ao TG OAyemg TG Yevopévng €ml Ztepdve duijAbov Emg Potvikng kol
Kbmpov kai Avtioyeiog, indevi Aododvieg tov Adyov &l pm pdvov Tovdaiotc. "Hoav 88 tive €€ avtdv dvdpec Kompiot kai
Kvpnvaiot, oftiveg eicerdovieg eic Avtidyetav, EAdrovy mpog todg EAMvicTég, evayyehldpevot tov kbptov Incodv. Kai fiv yeip
KUPIOL PET’ oOT@MV: TOADC TE BPLOOC TOTEVGAC ENECTPEYEY &Ml TOV KOprov. Hiovstn 8¢ 6 Adyog sic To dta Tig SkidAnciag TG
&v Iapoco?w potg mept ant®dv- kol E&améatethov Bapvafov diedbetv Emg Avtioyeiag: Og napw{avo LeVOG Kol 100V TV Xaptv 1o
0cod &ydpn, Kai mapekdAet TavTog Tij TPobEcEL THC Kapdiag TPoouévely ¢ Kupio: &t v dvip dyaddc kai TAipng nvsvuarog
ayiov kol wiotems: Kol TpooeTédn dylog ikavog Td kupim. 'EENAOeY 6¢ gic Tapoov 6 Bapvdapag dvalnticot Zadiov, kol e0pmv
fyayev adtov gig Avtidyewy. Eyéveto 0¢ adtovg Eviavtov 6Aov cuvaydijvar T EkkAnoiq kol 018a&at dxAov ikavov, ypnuaticot
1€ TPAOTOV €v Avtioyeia Tovg podntag Xpiotiavovs. ‘Ev tadtoig 8¢ toig nuépaig katiilbov and Tepocordpmv mpopiitar €ig
Avtidyeioy. Avaotag 8¢ eig £ antdv dvopatt Ayafoc, doruavey Sid Tod mvedpuatog AMpuov péyay pEAAeLY Eoecbot 89 SANV TV
oikovpévny: dotig kai &yéveto £t Khavdiov Kaicapoc. Tdv 8¢ pobntdv kabmg e0mopeitd tic, dpioav £Kactog adTdV €ig
Stokoviav Tyt Toig kKatowkodotv €v i) Tovdaig aderpoic O kal émoinoayv, drocteihovies TPOG TOVG TPESHLTEPOLS 1t YXELPOG
Bopvapo kot Zaviov.

Kvpiaxn tng Zauapeitidoog

Ex tod Kata Twavvyv Ayiov Edayyeiiov (4:5-42)

T xop® ékeiv, Epyetan 6 Incodg eig moMv tiig Zapapeiog Aeyopévnv Zuydp, tAnciov Tod yopiov 0 £dwkev Tokmp Toone @
Vid ovTod: v 8¢ kel Ty 100 TakdP. ‘O ovy Incodc kekomokag £k Ti¢ 6domopiag Ekabileto oBtmg &mi Ti Tyii: dpa v dosl
£xn. "Epyetat yovn €k ti|g Zopapeiog dviifjoar Hdwp. Aéyel avtf] 6 'Incodg: d6¢ pot melv. Ot yap padntai ovtod
ameAnA00gIcay £i¢ THYV TOAY Tva Tpo@ag dyopdcmaot. Aéyetl oby adtd 1) Yovi 1 Zopapeitic: IIde ob Tovdaiog dv mop” Epod mielv
aiteic, oBong yovaikog Tapapeitidog; OV yap cvyypdvion Tovdoior Tapapeitarg. Amekpidn Incodg kai eimev avti- Ei fideig v
dmpedv Tod Beod, kal Tig €TV O AEy®V 601, 690G 1ot TETV, GV AV {TNooS aToV, Kol EdwKeEY dv 6ot HOmP (MdV. Aéyel avTd N
yovi- Kopte, obte dviinpo £xeig, kol 1o opéap £oti Padi- mo0ev odv Exelg 0 Hdwp T {@V; M1 o0 peilov &l Tod matpdg Hudv
TakdP, O Edorev Mdv o péap, Kai avtog &€ otod Emie kol ot viol ovTod Kai T Opéupota avtod; Anekpifn Incodc kai einey
avtf]- TIdig 6 mivav &k tod Hdatog TovToV Styfoet Thlv- d¢ §° dv min &k Tod Hdatoc 0d &Y6d SHow avT@, oV pf Styron eic Tov
aidva, GAAA TO DOMP O dDCM 0T, YEVAGETAL £V 0OT® TTNYT VO0TOG GALOUEVOD €l onV aidviov. Aéyel TpOg adTOV 1] YOV
Kobpte, 80g pot todto 10 Hdwp, iva pun duyd pnde Epympat EvOade avtieiv. Aéyet avtii 0 Tnoodg “"Yraye pdvnoov 1ov dvdpa cov
Koi M08 £vOade. Amexpin 1) yovi) kod elnev: Odk Exo Bvdpa. Aéyet avtij 6 Incode: Kaldg elmag 611 dvdpa ovKk Eym- mévte yap
Bvdpag Eoyec, Kal vOv Oy &xsic ok 6Tt Gov Aviip: TobTo ANOEC sipnkac. Aéyst avTd 1) yoviy- Kopie, Osopd 6Tt mpognitng &l 0.
Ol motépeg MUAV €v T® Opel TOVTO TPpocekvVNoaY: Kol VUEG Aéyete OTL €v ‘lepocoAivolg €0Tiv 6 TOTOG 6OV SET TPOSKVVETV.
Aéyer avti] 6 Tnoodg: T'ova, Tiotevodv pot dtt Epyetan dpa dte ovte &v T@ Hpel ToOT® 0UTE v TePOGOADLOLS TPOCKVVIGETE TA
natpi. Y UeElG mpookuveite 6 ovk oidate, el Tpockuvoduey O oidapev: 6t 1 cotpio €k T@v Tovdainv €otiv. AAL" Epyetat
®pa, Kol VOV 0Ty, &1 0l AANOIVOlL TPOGKLVITAL TPOCKVLVNGOVGL TG TOTPL £V TVEDHATL Koi AANnOeig: Kol yip O matp T0100TOVG
{ntel 100G mpookvvodvTag avtdv. [Tvedpa 6 Oedc, kol ToLG TPocKLYVODVTAG AVTOV &V TvedoTL Kol GAnOeia Se1 mpookuvely.
Aéyet antd 1) yov)- Olda 811 Meooiag Epyetol 6 Aeydpevog Xpiotog: dtav EA0n dkeivoc, varyyelel Muiv mavra. Aéyet avtfi 6
‘Incovic: ‘Eyd e 6 Aakdv cou. Kal £t tovte nmov ot pofntai avtod, Kol EDavpacay Tt HETd YOVOLKOG EAGAEL 0VIEIG HéEVTOL
gine, 11 {nteis 1j i AaAelg psr vt ApRKev oV TNV DOpiov ou)mg 1M yovn kol amiiAOev gig rnv moMv, kai AEyel Toig avOpdTOIG
Agdte {dete vOpomov dg £lné pot Tavto o0 Emoinco: wATL 00Tog Eotv O Xpiotog; EEfAOoV ovv £k THg TOAEmG Kai fipyovto
7pdC adToV. 'Ev 88 16 petald Npdtav avtov ol pabntoi Aéyoviec: Poppi, edye. ‘O 8¢ einev avtoic: Eyod Bpdowv &xm goysly, fiv
VUElg oK ofdote. "EAeyov ovv ol podntai mpog dAMAovg: MN Tig fiveykey odtd Qoyeiv; Aédyet avtoic 6 Tncode Buov Bpdud
€0t va To1®d T0 0EANHa ToD TEPYOVTOG pe Kol TEAEIOO® avTod T0 Epyov. Ovy Duelg Aéyete OTL ETL TETPAUNVOG £0TL KOl O
Bepiopog Epyetat; Toob Aéym vlv, éndpate Tovg 0PHaiLoLS VUMV kai Bedcacbe Tag xdpac, dtt Agvkai giot Tpog Bepiopov §om.
Kai 0 Oepilov puebov Aappavet kai cvvayet kapmov gig Lony aidviov, iva kol 6 oreipov opod yaipn kol 6 Oepilov. Ev yap
ToUT® O AOyog €0ty O AANOVOC, dTt dAAOG €oTiv O omelpov Kol dAlog 6 Bepilov. Eyad anéotetha vudg Oepilewv 6 ovy Duelg
KEKOTILAKOTE " GALOL KEKOTIAKAGL, Kol DUEIS €lg TOV KOTOV anT@®V gicenivOate. "Ex 8¢ T mdlemg £keivng mollol Emiotevoay gig
adTOV THV TopoperTdy S1d TOV Adyov Tiig yuvatkdc, naptupovong 4Tt eimé pot mévta dca émoinca. ‘Q¢ obv HAB0V Tpdg avTdV ol
Yopopeitat, NpOTOV a0TOV pelval Top” avtoic: Kol Epetvey Ekel 00 Nuépas. Kol moAld mieiovg Enictevoay St tOV Adyov
avtod, Tf] T€ Yovarki Eleyov 8Tl 0VKETL S18 THV 6TV AdALAY TIGTEVOUEV: 0TOL Yap GKNKOGLEY, Kod 0idapey 8Tt 0VTOG £6TIV
aAn0dg 6 cwtp Tod KdopoL O XPloTHC.




EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS

Lesson from the Acts of the Apostles (11:19-30)

In those days, those apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. But there were some of them, men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of
the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the
church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of
people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down
from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a
great famine over all the wotld; and this took place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one
according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the
hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Sunday of the Samaritan Women
Gospel According to St. John (4:5-42)

At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob's well
was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There
came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his disciples had gone away into the
city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?"
For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying
to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." The woman said to
him, "Sit, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than
our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattler" Jesus said to her,
"Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never
thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to
him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband,
and come here." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no
husband'; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly." The
woman said to him, "Sit, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming (he who is called
Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples
came. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you talking
with her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city and said to the people, "Come, see a man who
told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to him. Meanwhile the
disciples besought him, saying "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." So the
disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him
who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, "There ate yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell
you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and
another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their
labor."




KYPIAKH THX XAMAPEITIAOX

H Zapopeitida yovaike, Kabdg Kot EKEIVI TOL TPE TOVG EPTA 0OEAPOVE G AVOPES TNG, COUPOVO LUE TOVG
Yaddovkaiovg (Math. kf’, 25-28), kot apoppoovca (Math. 6°, 20), kot ekeiv mov éokvPe otn Y1, KOt 1 KOP1
tov lagipov (Moapk. €°, 22¢.), ko 1 Zvpogowvikicoa (Mapk. {’, 25¢.) dnidvovy Kot TV avOpdmivn evon 610 cHVOAD
NG KOl TNV Yoy tov Kabe emti pépovg avBpdmov Kot kabe pio onuaivel, cOpE®va pe T S1a0gom oL VITOKELTAL GTO
na0o¢, TG0 TN POON 660 Kot TNV Yoyn.

Ta TOPASELY L 1) YOVOIKOL TV Yaddovkainy glvai n eOon N M yoyn, OV GLVOIKNGE
BéPara dyova pe 6A0LG Tovg Beiovg VOLOVE TOL dOOMKOV OO TOVG ALOVES, dEV OTOJEXETAL OUWOG TNV TPOCIOKIK TMV
UEAAOVTIK®OV.

H awpoppoovoa eniong eivat 1 ¢Oon Kot 1 Wyoyn, TOv He To TAON apNVEL VO TG YAIGTPNGEL TPOG TNV VAN
1 dHvapun mov g 660nKe Yo TNV dntuovpyio £pyov Kot Adyv SloKoGvVNG.

Kot n Zvpogowikicoa eivarmn 1o pvon kot yoyn tov kdbe avBpdmov, mov £xel KOpM NG TV didvoln
mov omd advvapio apopayel actapdma egattiog e aydmng g Tpog v VAN.

Eniong n k6pn tov lagipov givar n cdppova pe 1o vopo @dorn kot 1 yoyr, Tov £xet Téieta vekpmbel amd to vo unv
TPATTEL TIG VOLKEG EVTOAEG KoL va Unv exteel ta Osio mpootaypata.

H ovykdntovca yovaike eivoln oon kot yoyn mov pe v amdtn tov dafdrov €otpeye TPog TV AN
OA TN OYETIKN PE TNV TPAEN voepn dVVaL.

Ouota pe Tig TpoNyodueVEg yuvaikes, | Zapapeitido onuaivel Ty gven ) Ty Yoy Tov Kabevog, mov yopic
T0 7POPNTIKO yaplopa  ovpPioce, oov  pe avdpeg, pe OAoVG TOLg  vOuovug wov  dofnkav ot @von
HaG, 0o TOVG Omoiovg ot mévte glyav mponynbei, evd o £€KTog, 0V Kol fTaV TOPAOV, 0AL”  OU®G aVTodg  OgV fTaV
Gvopag TNG GVOTG N TNG WUYXNG, LE TO VO [N YEVVA OtO 0TIV TN OKOLOGUVT TOL GAOLEL GTOV QLDVA.

"Elofe Aowmdv 1 eom og avopa ToV TPAOTO VOUO, TO VOUO GTOV TOPAdEIc0: OEVTEPO VOUO TOV VOUO WUETA TOV
TapAadelco: Tpito VOUO KOTA TOV KOTOKAVOUO Tov Nmg: TETOPTO TO VOUO TG TEPLTOopNG emtl Tov APpadp: méunto to
Voo NG TPocPopds Tov loadik.

AvTtovg 6A0VvG TOVg EANPE 1 VO™ Kol TOVG OmEPPLYE EENNTIOG TNG AKOPTIOG TNG GTA £PYa TG OPETNS.

"Exto eiye 10 vopo pécm tov Mwbon mov fTav o vo Py Tov gixe, 1| enedn dev exteAodoe TIg TPAselg dlakalocvvng
mov ekeivog 0pile, 1 emeldn] enpokerto avt vo petafel oe dAlo vopo mg dvopa, dniadr to Evayyélo, yuuti o vopog
dev egixe d0Bel otovg avBpdOTOLS VLK, OAAGL KOTO OIKOVOUiD 7OV TOAY®YOUCE TPOG TO UEYUADTEPO KOl
HUGTIKOTEPO.

M’ avt Vv évvola vopilm eime o Koprog ot Zapapeitida "kt avtdc mov todpa €xelg dev eivon dtkdg cov'.
[Noti  yvopille 6t o  &vBpomoc Bo  petagepdtav  oto  Evayyého. I avtd kot yOpe oty €Ktn
®pa, 6tav Kot e£oyNV TEPIAAUTETOL 1 WYuyxh and TovToD amd TG aKTiVEG TG YVMOONS eE0UTiG TG TOPOLGING G VTV
0V Adyov, KL evd €le PVYEL 1] GKI0, TOV VOOV, GUVOLIAOVGE TNV dpa ovt pali Tng, Kot kovtd oto mnyadt tov lokdmp,
6TéKOVTOG dNAadn Kovtd otny nyn nali pe 1o Adyo tov Beopnudatmv e I'paerg.

Avtd og AeyBovv mpog 10 mapdy Kot yio To BEpa avTo.

To anyddt de tov lok®dP, eivaim Ipagpn, 10 vepd eivarn yvaon mov mepiéxeln Ipaen, to Pdabog
glvat 1 SuvokoAoTANGloGTN 00T TV YPUPIKOY vy HAT®V, TO AVTANUa givar 1 pabnomn pe to ypappa tov Bgiov Adyov,
ov dev v &iye o Kvprog, emedn frav avto-Adyog katr dev €dve 6° doovg mioTELOY TN YVOON amd panon Kot
HEAETN, aAAG dmpilel oTOVG GELOVG TV EK LEPOVG TNG TVEVLOTIKNG XAPLTOG 0EVAT COPI0 TTOV TOTE OEV TEAELMVEL.
TNoti o avtinua, dnAadn 1 pédnon, maipvoviog EAAYIGTO TOGO YVAOTG, OPNVEL TO GVUVOAO, APOV KAVEVAG AOYOG OEV
umopel va 1o Kpoatnioet. Evdd mkatd  xdpn yvoon €xel yopic peA£Tn OAn TV £QKT 6TOVG avBpdTOLS coPin
oV avoPAVCEL TOIKIAOTPOTO AVAAOYOL LUE TG OVAYKESY.
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SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

In today’s Gospel (John 4), we see clearly how Our Lord combines within His Person two
natures, the human and the Divine. On the one hand, we see that as a human being, like all of us, He
is wearied, thirsty and hungry. The Gospel tells us, for example, that when midday, the sixth hour,
had come, His Disciples left him to obtain food in the city, and that Christ, being thirsty, asked the
Samaritan Woman for a drink. On the other hand, we see that He is also Divine. Living as God in
eternity, He knows the present, past and future of all. Thus as God He knows that the Samaritan
Woman has already married five times and that at present she is living in sin with yet another man.
Also He tells her that He can give her “iving water” from an Eternal Well, and He tells the Disciples
that His “food is to do the will of Him that sent Me.”

As a man, Christ was a Jew, and His Disciples are therefore astonished to find Him
conversing not only with a woman, but with a Samaritan Woman. A Jew would never even have
talked to a Samaritan, let alone a Samaritan Woman, for as the Apostle John says in his Gospel, “#he
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans.” As God, however, Christ does not hesitate to talk to one who
is able to accept Him as the Messiah, for the vocation of Christ is universal. “Salvation comes from the
Jews,” but salvation is only for those who accept Christ and few were the Jews who did accept Him.
True, from the Jewish viewpoint, the Samaritans, who were Jews who had intermarried with pagans,
were heretics. They had rejected the importance of Jerusalem and much of the Old Testament,
including the Prophets; they had confused pagan idolatry with the Old Testament. On the other
hand, the Jews had rejected Christ. The Jews had turned the truths and revelations of the Old
Testament into legalism and territorial racism, an arrogant, nationalistic and racist ideology; they had
denied that Christ, a Jew in His humanity, could, as God, come for the salvation of all peoples. It is
that ideology which still to this day insists on the ownership of Jerusalem and has brought even the
contemporary world to the brink of war on several occasions. For the Jews had kept the letter of the
Law but had rejected the spirit of the Law. And without the Spirit they were unable to recognize
Christ.

The Samaritans had rejected the letter of the law, but some of them, at least, did not
stubbornly insist on their errors but were open to its spirit, for they were open to Christ, the Word of
God, the Inspirer of the Law. Whereas the Jews had rejected Christ, the Samaritans kept Him with
them for two days and many believed in Him.

Why does the Church commemorate the Samaritan Woman today? Because this is the first
Sunday after Mid-Pentecost, the Feast that stands half-way between Pascha and Pentecost. At Pascha
the great truths of the Church are revealed — that Christ is both God and man, that He is crucified
and risen from the dead. However, these truths may remain rather abstract until at Pentecost we
understand their inner meaning, their implications for our daily life. By the Coming of the Holy
Spirit, these truths become living, and we worship Christ in spirit and in truth. Thus the Church reads
to us the words that, “T'he hour is coming when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in

truth.”
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SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Monday, May 18:n

Great-martyr Irene of Thessalonica (1sc-2na c.)
New Monk-Martyr Ephraim of Nea Makri (1426)

Tuesday, May 19:n

Righteous Job the Long-suffering
St. Micah, disciple of St. Sergius of Radonezh (1385)

Wednesday, May 20:n

Martyr Acacius the Centurion at Byzantium (303)
New Martyr Pachomius of Patmos (1730)

Thursday, May 21s:

Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian (98-117)
St. Arsenius the Great of Scetis (448)

Friday, May 22n4

Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker from Myra to
Bari (1087)
Prophet Isaiah (8w c. B.C.)

Saturday, May 23:d

Apostle Simon the Zealot (1s: c.)
St. Isidora the Fool of Tabenna, Egypt (365)
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HOMILY ON THE SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN
WOMAN

By Bishop Ignaty

Beloved brethren! Today we have heard in the Gospel that the true servants of the true God worship Him in
Spirit and in Truth, and that God seeks, that is, He desires to have such worshippers. If God desires to have
such worshippers, then it is obvious that he will receive only such worshippers and servants, and they only
are pleasing to Him. This teaching was imparted to us by the Son of God Himself. We believe in the teaching
of Christ! We accept the all-holy teaching of Christ with all our love! In order to follow Him carefully, let us
look at what it means to worship God the Father in Spirit and in Truth.

Truth is our Lord Jesus Christ, as He testifies of Himself: I am the way, the truth, and the life (Jn. 4:16). The
Truth is the Word of God: Thy word is truth (Jn. 17:17;). This Word was pre-eternally in God, it was
pronounced by God and to God; this Word is God, this Word is the Creator of everything that exists, both
visible and invisible (cf. Jn. 1:1,5; Col. 1:16). This Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we bebeld bis glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth (Jn. 1:14). No man hath seen God at any tfime, but the
Word of God, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he bath declared him (Jn. 1:18). The Son of
God, the Word of God contessed God before people, and fully manifested God to people; the Son of God
showed people the truth that was incomprehensible to them, having irrefutably witnessed to it and impressed
it upon them by abundantly bestowing divine grace. And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. For
the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:16-17). This means that Jesus Christ
brought not some more or less detailed and clear understanding of grace and truth, but the grace itself, the
truth itself, essentially bestowed upon people, instilled in people. We have been made partakers of the divine
nature (2 Pet. 1:4).

Truth has a characteristic Spirit. This spirit is called the Spirit of Truth (cf. Jn. 15:26; 16:13).[1]t is Spirit,
proceeding from the Father (cf. Jn. 15:20). It is the Holy Spirit of God (cf. Jn. 14:206).|2] It is the Spirit of the
Son (cf. Gal. 4:6),[3] as inseparably close to the Son, as comprising together with the Father and the Son one
undivided and unmingled Divine Essence. Accepting the Truth, we also accept the Holy Spirit—that is why
the All-Holy Truth says of Himself, that He will send the Holy Spirit from the Father to His disciples.
Naturally, the Holy Spirit of Truth will be present where Holy Truth acts, and will leave the effect of its
action. In like manner, where the Holy Spirit works, there will be an abundant manifestation of Truth, as the
Lord also said to His disciples: Howbeit when be, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth (Jn. 16:13).
Describing the wondrous relationship of the Divine Word to the Divine Spirit, the Lord said of the Spirit: He
shall glorify me: for be shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father bath are mine (Jn. 16:14—
15). The Spirit shows and manifests to people the Son co-natural to Him. The Holy Spirit spiritually forms
the true Christian and transforms him into a dwelling place of God (cf. Eph. 2:22);[4] he represents Christ
and instills Him in the inner man (cf. Eph. 3:16-17).[5] He makes people God's children by adoption, making
them like unto Christ, establishing Christ-like qualities in them (cf. Jn. 14:6).[6] People who have been made
children of God by adoption turn to Him in their prayers as to their Father, because the Holy Spirit very
clearly and tangibly witnesses to the spirit of a person renewed by Him (cf. Rom 8:16)[7] concerning that
petson's union with God, his adoption by God. And becanse ye are sons, says the Apostle, God bath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your bearts, crying, Abba, Father (Gal. 4:6). Such worshippers are recognized as true
worshippers of God! Such worshippers, who worship God in Spirit and in Truth, seck and receive God.
There is no knowledge of God outside of true Christianity, and no service of God.
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No man cometh unto the Father, but by me (Jn 14:6), said the Lord. There is no God for those who do not believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ: Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father (1Jn. 2:23), and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him (Jn. 3:36). It is impossible to approach God, or to enter into
any kind of communion with Him in any other way than through our Lord Jesus Christ, the only intermediary,
intercessor, and means of communion between God and man! There is no true knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ without the mediation of the Holy Spirit! No man, says the Apostle, can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the
Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 12:3). Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, be is none of his (Rom. 8:9). There is no virtue
outside of Christianity that is worthy of Heaven! "Nothing good," says St. Mark the Ascetic, "can be believed
in, or acted upon unless it be of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit." [8] Unworthy of God are natural human good
works, which proceed from our fallen nature, in which goodness is mixed with evil, and in which goodness is
for the most part barely noticeable amidst the preponderance of evil. Fallen nature is capable exclusively of
evil, as God Himself testified: The imagination of man is intently bent upon evil things from his youth (Gen. 8:21); If ye
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children (Mt. 7:11; Lk. 11:13). Such is the worth before the Gospels
and God of natural human goodness and the activity proceeding from it. In vain does fallen nature glorify its
great and famous good works! Such self-praise shows a terrible blindness! Such self-praise is an involuntary
reproach against the famous works of men, inspired and nourished by vainglory. The stench of pride coming
from these whited sepulchers is an abomination to God; pleasing to Him is the incense of humility.

That is why the Lord commanded fallen and blinded mankind to deny its nature, for man is unconscious of
his woeful fallenness. To the contrary, he sees it as a magnificent triumph, and seeks to escalate this triumph.
For the sake of salvation, we must renounce sin! But sin has become so much a part of us that it has become
our nature, our very soul. In order to renounce sin, it has become essentially necessary to renounce our fallen
nature, to renounce our soul (cf. Mt. 10:39),[9] to renounce not only the obviously evil deeds, but also the good
deeds of the o/d man that the world honors and glorifies; it is essentially necessary to replace our manner of
thinking with the mind of Christ, and replace our activity motivated by the senses and the dictates of carnal
mindedness with the scrupulous fulfillment of Christ's commandments. If ye continue in my word, said the
Lotd, then are ye my disciples indeed. And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (Jn. 8:31-32). What
remarkable and deep words! Their direct impact consists in the fact that sin holds man in slavery only through
incorrect and false understanding. It is likewise clear that the destructive incorrectness of these understandings
also consist precisely in an acceptance as good what is in essence not good, and in the non-acceptance as evil
what is in essence, murderous evil.

He who is from God, hears the words of God (cf. Jn. 8:43),[10] said the Lord. Brethren! Let us humble ourselves

before our Lord God! Unlike the hardened Jews, who rejected both the Lord and His teachings, let us show

submission to the Lord and obedience to His all-holy and saving teachings! Let us set aside the manner of thinking
that comes from our fallen nature and from the wotld, which is at enmity with God! Let us assimilate the manner

of thinking that the Lord offers us through His holy Gospels! Let us follow the Truth, and we shall inherit the Truth.

The Truth frees the human mind from the invisible bonds of error by which sin has shackled it. Moreover, the

omnipotent Truth, having given spiritual freedom to the mind, renewed and enlivened it by life from above—by the

Word of God, brings it out onto the path of Christ's commandments, and temoves it from the way of
unrighteousness (Ps. 118:29). The soul enlivened by the Truth hymns together with the inspired prophet: The way of Thy
commandments bhave 1 run, when Thon didst enlarge my heart. Set before me for a law, O Lord, the way of Thy statutes, and I will seef

after it continnally. Give me understanding, and I will search out Thy law, and I will keep it with whole heart (Ps. 118:32—34). Such
a soul will unfailingly become a partaker of the Holy Spirit, Who cannot but be present where Divine Truth is present
and reigns; the Truth, Who in His mysterious counsel with the All-Holy Truth, speaks of Himself thus: I a» a partaker
with all them that fear Thee, and with them that keep Thy commandments (Ps. 118:63).[11]
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As long as man abides in his fallen nature, as long as he is immersed in the darkness of his exceedingly deep
ignorance, he does not know how he should pray, he does not know what he should pray for (cf. Rom 8:206), and he
is incapable of serving God. Only faith in Christ gives knowledge of Truth; faith, expressed by the fulfillment of
Christ's commandments, draws the grace of the Holy Spirit to the heatt of the faithful, as the God-inspired prophet
said: I apened my month and drew in my breath, for I longed for Thy commandments (Ps. 118:131). Only a true Christian, a

Christian in faith and deed, can be a true worshipper of God, worshipping and serving God as the Father, in Spirit
and in Truth. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Construction continues on the entryway of the Cathedral.
To donate to the Entryway Fund, please see the inside of
the Newsletter or speak to someone at the pangari.

e This year’s Greek Independence Day Parade has been
postponed. We will keep you informed of the date change.

ENTRYWAY FUND DONATIONS

Please mark next to the item you would like to donate:

[1 Column $10,000
[l Steps $3,000
"] Platform (5 SF) $1,500
[l Other Donation

To donate- tear off this slip from the Newsletter and give it to a member of the office.

Please make checks payable to
“Cathedral of Saint Markella”





